WE REMEMBER:

A PRAYER SERVICE CELEBRATING ALPHONSIAN SPIRITUALITY
(adapted from In the Spirit of St. Alphonsus, by Terry Moran)

Environment: In a central place in the room, gather some symbols of the spirituality of St.
Alphonsus, such as:

e animage of the infant Jesus from a Nativity scene (Crib-Incarnation),

e a crucifix (Cross-Redemption),

e wheat and grapes (Altar-Eucharist),

e anicon of Our Lady of Perpetual Help or one of the Alphonsian Madonnas.
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INVITATION TO PRAYER

Presider: God is ever present, around us and within us--
God, who took human flesh in the womb of the Virgin Mary;
God, who accompanies us through death to new life;
God, who is present among us when we break the bread;
God, who gave us the gift of St. Alphonsus Liguori.
May this God be with you, now and forever.

All: Amen.



Reader 1:

READINGS AND RESPONSES
This reading is from the Final Document of the Twenty-first General Chapter:

The center of Redemptorist spirituality is Christ the Redeemer, as He reveals
Himself above all in the mysteries of the Incarnation, Passion and Resurrection
which we celebrate in the Eucharist. These lead the Redemptorist to be His living
memorial and to continue His mission in the world. This profoundly Christocentric
spirituality impels us to recover the heritage of St. Alphonsus in his “exodus”
towards the poor. The Redemptorist follows Christ the Redeemer and pursues
His liberating action. Mary is the first disciple of the Redeemer, whom she
accepted as the Word of God; she guides us on our journey of identification with
Him. In her is found the most perfect image of liberation and of liberating activity.

All sing this or another suitable response:

Reader 2:

Presider:

All:

We remember how you loved us to your death,

and still we celebrate, for you are with us here.

And we believe that we will see you when you come in your glory, Lord.
We remember, we celebrate, we believe!

CRIB
This reading is from the works of St. Alphonsus:

“O Word made flesh, you are at a loss to know what more you can do to make
yourself loved by us. You first appeared among us as a poor child. Even from
your birth, you lost no time in drawing our hearts to yourself. Make us fall in love
with your goodness.”

In the Incarnation, St. Alphonsus saw a God who shared our life completely.

May the example of the Word made flesh inspire us to open ourselves to one
another and to make all the struggles of the human family our own.

All sing this or another suitable response:

Reader 3:

We remember how you loved us to your death,

and still we celebrate, for you are with us here.

And we believe that we will see you when you come in your glory, Lord.
We remember, we celebrate, we believe!

CROSS
This reading is from a letter of St. Alphonsus dated November, 1751:

“My brothers, by the grace of God we perform wonders wherever we go on
mission. People say they have never before experienced a mission like ours.
Why? Because we go by obedience, we go in poverty, and we preach Christ
crucified.”



Presider:

All:

In the paschal mystery, St. Alphonsus saw Jesus in total commitment to the
mission of healing, liberating, and redeeming God’s people.

May the power of the cross, which we preach by word and witness, renew in
each one of us our desire to give ourselves to the mission of Jesus Christ as we
see it lived out in the Redemptorist Family.

All sing this or another suitable response:

Reader 4:

Presider:

All:

We remember how you loved us to your death,

and still we celebrate, for you are with us here.

And we believe that we will see you when you come in your glory, Lord.
We remember, we celebrate, we believe!

EUCHARIST
This is a reading from the works of St. Alphonsus:

“My God, my true and only love. What more could you have done to be loved by
us? To die was not enough for you, my Lord. You instituted the Eucharist to give
yourself totally to us and to bind yourself, heart-to-heart, with us. My God, | love
you above all things. | wish to see you loved as you deserve.”

St. Alphonsus devoted his life to building up communities centered around the
Eucharist.

May our devotion to the Sacrament of Unity empower us to lives of sharing of
faith and service with one another and among the people of God.

All sing this or another suitable response:

Reader 5:

Presider:

All:

We remember how you loved us to your death,

and still we celebrate, for you are with us here.

And we believe that we will see you when you come in your glory, Lord.
We remember, we celebrate, we believe!

MARY
This reading is from the works of St. Alphonsus:

“Mary co-operated by love in the spiritual birth of all the members of the Church.
It was on Mount Calvary that Jesus formed the Church and the Virgin Mary co-
operated in a special manner in the accomplishment of this work. It was on
Calvary that Mary began, in a special way, to be Mother of the whole Church.”

St. Alphonsus saw Mary as the midwife in the spiritual birth of the Church from
the wounded side of the Redeemer.

May the prayers of Mary accompany us as we proclaim the Gospel anew by
word and witness, and so continue to build the Church.



All sing this or another suitable response:

Presider:

Presider:

All:

Presider:

All:

We remember how you loved us to your death,

and still we celebrate, for you are with us here.

And we believe that we will see you when you come in your glory, Lord.
We remember, we celebrate, we believe!

FAITH SHARING

After a few moments of silent reflection, please share with some of the people
around you your answer to the following question:

e Which element of the Redemptorist spiritual tradition is particularly
nourishing to you?

Gathered as one in the spirit of St. Alphonsus, we pray the prayer that Jesus
taught us:

Our Father...
CLOSING PRAYER

Loving God, we gather today to celebrate the call of Alphonsus Liguori, whose
faith inspires us in our own commitment to the mission of Jesus, the mission of
sharing his redeeming love with all. United in a common heritage, we look to your
Spirit, alive in every age, to renew us, sustain us, and fortify us with zeal for
mission. May that same Spirit draw us more closely to one another as one
missionary Redemptorist family, so that the future we build will have no other
foundation than Jesus the Redeemer, who is Lord forever and ever.

Amen.

All sing this or another suitable response:

We remember how you loved us to your death,

and still we celebrate, for you are with us here.

And we believe that we will see you when you come in your glory, Lord.
We remember, we celebrate, we believe!



