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Dear Confreres, 

Greetings from Rome in the name of the General Council.  

 

In the course of the next few months, the (vice) provinces will begin the election process for 

the quadriennium to begin in January, 2015. Because of the change from triennia to 

quadriennia, the General Government has received some inquiries about the number of 

mandates for which a confrere is eligible for election as (vice) provincial superior, and how to 

properly apply (vice) provincial statutes.  We ask you to please ensure that this letter and the 

accompanying decree are given to those entrusted with moderating the electoral process in 

your (vice) province. 

The Constitutions and Statutes of the Congregation (cf. Gen. St 094-b), following the lead of 

the common law of the Church (can. 624, §2) are concerned that superiors designated for a 

certain and appropriate period of time do not continue in offices of governance for too long 

a period of time without an interval.  When the General Chapter of 2009 decided that the 

appropriate period of time for a single mandate as superior should be four years rather than 

three, it became necessary also to determine again how many successive mandates a 

superior might serve without interruption. For (vice) provincial superiors Gen. St. 094-b 

states that a member may not serve more than three successive quadriennia. However, the 

XXIV General Chapter did not provide any norms for the time of transition from triennia to 

quadriennia, which particularly affects the next elections. 

The preparation process for the elections for the quadriennium 2015 – 2018 has already 

begun and has raised a number of questions and doubts about the particular situations of 

various units. To avoid any misunderstandings and give secure guidance for interpretation of 

current statutes, the General Council decided to use its authority to authentically interpret 

and apply the decisions of the general chapters and norms of the General Statutes. In this 

interpretation the spirit of the decision of the XXIV General Chapter was strictly followed: no 

superior should continuously hold office for too long a period, while particular decisions of 

the (vice) provincial statutes should be observed. 



Here are some examples of the application of the principles provided by the decree: 

1. If there is no particular norm of the (vice) provincial statutes of a Unit and the major 

superior of this Unit served two successive triennia (2005 – 2008 and 2008 – 2011) and then 

a quadriennium (2011 – 2015), he is not eligible for election to that position, at the next 

election.  

2. If the (vice) provincial statutes of a (vice) province limit the term of office to two 

successive mandates, and the (vice) provincial superior served a triennium (2008 – 2011) and 

quadriennium (2011 – 2015), he is not eligible for election to that position in the coming 

election. Even if the (vice) provincial statutes speak of “two quadriennia”, for the transition 

time it should be understood as “two mandates”. 

3. Those mentioned in 1 and 2 above, who are not eligible for election, may be postulated 

for in accordance with the law (cf. DC. 315). 

At the same time the General Council wishes to remind confreres of some other norms 

(rules) governing the electoral process. 

4. If a (vice)provincial superior does not complete his mandate and his vicar takes his place 

to complete the term, this mandate, according to our tradition, is not counted in calculating 

the number of mandates he may serve as (vice) provincial superior. 

5. The list of candidates for election should contain only the names of the candidates eligible 

for election. However, the attention of the voters should be drawn to the possibility of 

postulation and the norms which govern it should be made available to them (DC 315). In 

the ballot counting process, all ballots should be counted, even those with names from 

outside of the list of eligible candidates and the complete list of results should be presented 

to the (vice)province, indicating the candidates eligible for election during the next stage of 

the election. If a member from outside of the list receives 2/3 of the valid votes before an 

eligible candidate, at any stage of the electoral process, he is considered to be validly 

postulated for the office of (vice) provincial superior and the procedures concerning 

postulation should be followed. It should be noted that according to a privilege granted to 

our Congregation (CRIS: Prot. No. 1940/68. Cf. DC. 315-c) it is not necessary to write in the 

ballot “I postulate a name”. 

We would also like to remind those responsible for moderating the electoral process of the 

information which must be sent to the General Government for the approval of the newly-

elected provincial superiors, vice-provincial superiors, and provincial vicars. Your request for 

approval should contain the following information: 

1. The manner of voting (by mail, at an assembly, in chapter, etc.). 

2. Number of eligible voters. 



3. Number of valid votes. 

4. Majority required by your (vice) provincial statutes for election. 

5. Number of votes for each name. It is important to remember that votes which are 

valid for postulation should also be included. 

6. Clearly indicate the person who has been elected. In the case of postulation, the 

name of the person postulated. 

In case of any further doubts, please present your questions or issues to the General Council 

before the process of elections starts, however not later than 31st of May, 2014. 

As we prepare to begin the electoral process, we pray for the wisdom and discernment 

necessary to choose good leaders for each (vice) province, region and mission.  

Your brother in the Redeemer, 

   

   

Michael Brehl, C.Ss.R. 
Superior General 

     


