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Letter 17: October 22, 2020. 
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Dear confreres and our lay collaborators, 

I have been writing in and out of season, but I am writing to you today out of season. I am writing to 
you out of season precisely because of the unjust and executional-style-murder of unarmed youths 

sitting on the floor and waving Nigerian flags at Lekki toll plaza on October 20, 2020 in cold blood. This 

executional-style-murder of unarmed and patriotic youths and the drenching of the Nigerian flag with 

their patriotic blood mean there is no longer option for neutrality anymore in the historical-social
political situation of our Country. In fact, an option for neutrality will be tantamount to an option for, 
unjust and cruel murder of our youths; human made death-dealing structures of evils; 

political/executive corruption; unemployment; and the cruel/crushing effect of death-dealing poverty 

in the society. Accordingly, I call on all the members of the Vice Province and our lay collaborators to 

make preferential option for the voice and the life of the poor - our helpless youths and a future 
where all will have life and have it to the full (cf. John 10:10) - Plentiful Redemption!!! Remember! 
One of those killed could have been - my/your brother, sister, family member. 

Dear confreres and lay collaborators, C.4 mandates us to note that, "Among groups of people more in 
need of spiritual help, they (Redemptorists) will give special attention to the poor, the deprived and 
oppressed. The evangelization of these is a sign of messianic activity (cf. Luke 4:18), and Christ, in a 
certain sense, wished to identify himself with them (cf. Matt. 25:40)." It is necessary to emphasize at 
the onset that this evangelization must be dynamic, all embracing and all encompassing. That is, it 
must not only address all dimensions of their lives and existence, but it must also take into cognizance 
their existential struggles and unique cultural context. In fact, C.5 says emphatically, "Indeed the 
Congregation's mandate to evangelize the poor is directed to the liberation and salvation of the whole 
human person. The members have the duty of preaching the Gospel explicitly and of showing 
solidarity with the poor by promoting their fundamental rights to justice and freedom." 

It is imperative therefore, for all the members of the Vice Province and our lay collaborators to take 
effective stance in solidarity with our patriotic youths in offering clear and precise prophetic 
denunciation of all structures of evils in our society and their agents - the "unknown security" 
operatives who killed and maimed our youths - the helpless poor. Concretely put therefore, we must 
enter into solidarity with the poor by joining them in their struggle to reclaim their lives from the 
shackles of the oppressors not only through preaching but in actually walking the walk of liberation 
with them. Redemptorist missionaries are called to be prophetic in our proclamation of the Gospel to 
the poor and the most abandoned - our helpless youths. While to the oppressors and the agents who 
sustain and maintain the structures of evils in the society, we must like Prophet Amos of old issue 
prophetic denunciations. This indeed is the moment of prophetic denunciation and rebuke! 

As the Scriptures tell us, armed therefore with Yahweh's command and his own personal experiences 
of the happenings in his society, Amos went to work without fear or favor. In fact, Amos began by 
denouncing the atrocities of the oppressors in their dealings with the poor and the weak, with the 
strongest possible words. Amos did not equivocate. In Amos 4:1-3, the Prophet notes, "Hear this word, 
you cows of Bashan, who are in the mountain of Samaria, who oppress the poor, who crush the needy, 




