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“The story of my religious life is a Constant struggle for justice
and Values of the kingdom of God”
Fr. Thomas Kocherry




We dedicate this issue of FORUM Newsletteio the memory of

Fr. Thomas Kocherry CSsR
Editorial: End of a Legend

'\;]aq an :jnterefz_strl]ngfe;ﬁsﬁzlrlenc?_rvyhe%I V|s||ted ay 3, 2014 brought the end of Indidégend in
arlyanadu, afisner olksliliage atirivandrum. Social Justice and Social Movement in the

 was takgn there by I\,{Beogg my friend., b?cause person of EThomas Kocherry fondly known
itwas a special place and a special community lived theregs Tom Kocherry | had the good fortune to know and
This place which was calleLILLATHORA because  ork with this great Indian, an exemplary Religious Priest
it was deserted, with hard work and sustained efforts ofof the Redemptorist OrdeSocial activist, Social
Social Activists, became MARIANADU. MiXavier Reformerlawyer and many more, ever since he became
Mariyanadu, the leader of the cooperative Societythe active member of the FORUM, a movement of the

welcomed us and we had a hearty conversation and &eligious involved in Social activism and in fighting against
dinner injustice wherever it is found.

| asked Xavier Mariyanadu whether he knewT&m Tom boldly raised his voice against injustice, be it in the
Kocherry With glittering eyes, he said that he was the COmmunity within the Church, in politics, in the

best priest friend of his, and the great leader whom hedovernments — local, national or internatiors. an
. . . _active member of the FORUM for more than a quarter
admired. | asked him whether he could say somethin

. . . %f a centuryTom'’s contribution was many and varied.
speua_l an_d specific abolibm. “Although he was a He made his presence felt whenever he came for any
Catholic Priest, he understood the poor and worked amoNgheetings of the FORUM, which he rarely missed. His
the poor”.And so | asked him, “Why do you contripution in the upliftment of the fisher people extended
say‘although’ ? " He said “No priest whom I know of,  National and International coasts. His voice was loud
ever worked among the poor fishermen. Whereas fromand clear be it in thé&/orld Social Forumorld Economic
the first year of ministryFr. Tom preferred to be with  Forum,World Forum of Fisher People which he took
the poor — he started the first year of his priesthood ininitiative to establish in 1998 as its first president or in
Poothura, a poor village, close to Marianadu and heprotest rallies in Singuwest Bangal, or the meetings of
worked with all his heart and soul.Fom Kocherryina ~ NationalAlliance of Peoples Movement (NAPM) etc.
simple way explained to us that the preaching takes flesf*S @ lawyer he fought several cases against injustices
and blood when we start acting and that is what Jesudrough PUCL and other networks.

did. We need to be with the poor andfsufand work In the meetings of the FORUM he not only exhibited his
with them, to witnesses to poor Jesus.” talent as a political thinker and an excellent Mass
_ organiser and oratpoccasionally he also entertained us
When a _small group of us went to NandigramMest by exhibiting his culinary expertise in preparing highly
Bengal, it was only because Bm, we were able go  tasty fish curry prepared with love and personal attention.
into the nook and corner of Nandigraimd we could  The seventy four years @m'’s life was eventful.
perceive what high respect the activists and leaders ha

for Tom. geavmdranathTagores prayer “Give me the strength

never to disown the poor and bend my knees before the
When | went for a Dalit Rally ifirivandrum, though he  insolent might” was fulfilled iTom, as fearless as he
came after the heart operation fréstralia, he was ~ was when it was the question of fighting against injustice.
there to show his solidarity and interest. Who knowsTom may be ajanising the ‘godsagainst

o injustice by the humans as | feel tiaim cannot keep
In this issue of the FORUM Newslettenany offom's et
friends have verbalized their experiences, their insights _ _
and their appreciations 8m Kocherryan ardent leader With the demise ofom Kocherrythe Church in general

National and International, of the poorest of the fisherand the Indian Church in particular has lost a faithful
’ hri f Il
folks. It is a rich source book of the Life avbrk of follower of Jesus Christ and for me personally a very

o ) dear friend.
Tom to inspire and challenge those who are serious about _ _ o
their Christian and Religious vocation.. May he rest in Peace and continue to inspire us!

AXJ. Bosco SJ,Telangana e John \Attamattom SVD, €langana G




The Last Moments ofTom

. Tom Kocherry passed away off 8lay 2014. | was deeply impressed with the number of people who
would like to give brief information of how all came to pay their tributes I mm on Monday 8 May.
this came to pass. Some of the dignitaries who came to pay their respects

About five years agbom had a very serious heart attack to Fr Tom V_Ve_re the following: Shri. Qommen Chandy
while inAustralia. The doctors had to do an emency the chief minister of Kerala; the president of the Kerala

heart sugery on him inAustralia, and implanted a Pradesh Congress committee; the general secretary of
defibrillator close to his heart, which incidentally was Communist Party of India in Kerala, and the general
given to him free of cosiAfter that sugery Tom secretary of the CPI (Marxist), and the convener of the

gradually began to regain his health, and in due coursd-eft Democratic Front, and the leadersAam Admi

of time returned back to Indi&et, from that time  Party There were about five ministers of state who came
onwards little by little, his health condition began to t0 pay their respects to him, plus an equal number of
deteriorate. Of and on he used to get a severe pain iYILAs had comeAll these dignitaries took the mike and
the heart and he had to be rushed to the hospital. H&aid a few words of appreciation abdom.

was now put under heavy medication, until it came to a
point where he needed frequent hospitalisathan.a
result | had temporarily asked.Hom to stay at our
house in Muttada drivandrum, so that he could be under
the close supervision of his doctor friend, Bcaria.
There were also some other doctor$ratandrum who
took special care of him. Arom then spent about eleven
months at our community in Muttada.

| was told by our confreres at Muttada that his usual
programme for the day was that after his breakfast he)z
used to take a little rest every day in his ro&md on '
Saturday 83 May, he took his breakfast, spoke to

. M.A. h ke hi I [ . . . ,
Fr. M.A. Joseph and then went to take his usual rest InI was totally humbled at this long procession of high profile

his room. | was told that about 10: 30 a.m.MrA. .
. visitors forTom. Of course the podor whom he worked
Joseph called out for him, but there was no response

from Tom. Presuming thaiom was resting, he did not zealously all through his life, were there in their large
want to disturb him any furthéFhen an advocate Miss numbers.

Elsa came to meet hirAs she did not want to disturb | was deeply impressed to see how many people in the
him in his sleep, she just sat in his room for about half anoutside world, had such an extraordinary appreciation
hour waiting forTom to get up from his sleep. But she for Fr. Tom and his work. May the Lord bless this very
found it strange that he did not get up at all. So she wentledicated confrere and give him eternal peace and
close and touched his leg to wake him, but found that hishappiness in his kingdom.

leg was cold. So she immediately called for FrA.
Joseph. He came rushing down and both of them found
that his entire body had become cold. The sisters were
called to help out. They came, saw the condition of “Faithin Jesus is a passionate call for Liberation

. Tom,and then calld Dfelen 1o come mmediately - J1199%h T Enmeans, a ofbelnga e
The doctor on arrival examined fFom, and said thathe e tussle between Life and Death. Remain, then, under
might have passed away arountt@ a. m. It was God’s command. The old world is overthrown and Jesus’
Saturday3? May 204. Kingdom, it alone will arise from the ruins.” @m

Fr. SArulanandam CSsR, Bvincial SuperiarBangaloe




Eulogy to Fr. Thomas Kocherty CSsR

e was a tall, stockypald and clean shaven priest.
He was a bitter critic of globalization in India.
He had a booming voice. Friends would often

joke that a megaphone was placed in his throat for his
voice rose like a rolling thundeHe was a relentless
fighter. It was said of him in an issue of Indiaday

“He was often seen wearirsgkhadi dhoti and standing
tall in front of politicians, police, unions, shipping
companies or anyone who dared bother his beloved fisher
folk or ruined the oceansThat was ErTom Kocherry;

and we his confreres who knew him well in the
Redemptorist congregation would just affectionately call
him asTom.

1.

Fr. Tom Kocherry was born on t0May 1940 at
Changanassery in Kerala to Mavachan and
Aleyamma. He was the fifth in a family of eleven
children, seven boys and four gifiem completed

his graduation studies in Science and then joined3.

the congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer to
become a priest in this congregation.

But why did he join this congregation in the first
place?Tom himself explains this in his brief auto-
biographyHe says that while he was still a student
at 8. Berchmars College in Changanasserry he
met a Redemptorist, the late. BohnAnthony;
who incidentally had come to Kerala to study
Malayalam.Tom was fascinated by this young
priest because unlike other priests he played
football. Soon botlTom and Fr JohnAnthony
became good friend#\s days went byTom
expressed to Fdohn that he would like to join the
Redemptorist congregation.Jaohn seems to have
asked him “But why do you want to join the
Redemptorists?”And Tom’s immediate answer
was, ‘1 want to work among the poor”.

Fr. JohrAnthony then explained fiom about the
Redemptorist congregation. It was started by a
very famous lawyer namedphonsus Liguori in
the city of Naples in ItalyAnd it so happened that
Alphonsus, who was considered a brilliant lawyer
at that time, suddenly lost a very important case in
court due to the corruption of the officials at the
court. Alphonsus was both disheartened and
ashamed at this defeat in court. He soon said good
bye to the law courts, and gave himself to the
search for true justice. This search led him to a
small village in Naples called Scala, where he found
groups of shepherds who were totally abandoned
by the official Church of that time. This situation

of the plight of the poor affected him very much.
So he decided to begin a congregation that would
work for the most abandoned poor in soci&fier
giving Tom this brief history of the congregation,
Fr. John said, “Om, | must tell you, the actual
practice of working among the poor does not
receivea high priority in the CongregationAnd

he added;But if you want to take it as a
challenge to work for the poor, then you are
welcome to ourcongregation”. Fr. Tom used

to say to us always that he accepted this challenge
from Fr. JohnAntony, and did his work for the
poor And to prove his determination, the next step
that Tom took was to join the Redemptorist
congregation in Bangalore in the year 1962. He
was professed as a RedemptoristAargust 2,
1963, and was ordained a priesigmil 20, 1971.

Keeping to this motto of working among the poor
in his life, Tom was always a voice dfssentin

our congregation. The dissent was not just to
oppose something that was said or asked by our
superiors, but it was primarily to draw the attention
of the majority to the struggles of the pobet

me give you just one example. In the year 1971,
millions of refugees from Bangladesh crossed over
to India in the wake of the Indo-Pakistan war
These refugees were located in different refugee
campsTom was doing his final year of theological
studies at the Redemptorist Seminary in
Bangalore And what didTom do? He got the
support of one more companion from among the
students named James Chakkalakal, and they both
went to their superior and asked for permission
that their final exams in theology be anticipated
by one month, so that they would be free to go
and serve at the refugee camps during the
holidays. These two confreres were allowed to
write their exams early and they then rushed to
the refugee camps West Bengal, to render their
service to those refugees. It was an action that
helped others to see what was demanded of us.
In our book of constitutions and statutes it is
written, “Redemptorists are never deaf to the cry
of the poor”.This action ofTom was reminding
many of us, that this constitution should not just
remain in our books, but must become real in our
present day situation. Howeyérmust also be
said, that at times in his dissefidm also took a
very rigid position, and would not tolerate any
compromise on an issue he felt very strongly




4.  Tom was one person who by his life and work
gave visibility to us Redemptorists as a
congregation, both within the country and abroad.
Tom in one of his many interviews with the media
was once asked this question: “what led you
towards fishing communities in particulaffdm
said, “My decision to spend my life defending the
oppressed was further consolidated when | began
to work in a small fishing village called Poothura
near Thiruvananthapuram. Middle men led by one
politically well —connected family were using
muscle- power to keep fisher folk permanently on
the edge of starvation even though they worked
harder than any community that | knéwlecided
to arm them with knowledge by teaching them to
read and writeAnd thus began my work among
the community of fisher folk.” His work among
the poor fisher folk led him to become the
coordinator of th&orld Forum of Fish —harvester
and Fish workers (WFF) and IndsaNational
Alliance of Peoples Movements (NAPM). He was
one of the organisers of the famous Kanyakumari
march of 1989 that struggled to protect Inglia’
coastal ecologyHe together with his companions
mobilised the fishing community to fight the foreign
industrial fishing fleets who were invited to India
by our politicians. He was a crusader against
coastal pollution and spearheaded protests against
the Koodankulam Nuclear Plant Tamil Nadu.
Once in the United States at Seattle, they
addressed him as 6m Kocherry the Catholic
priest, trade union leadéawyet environmentalist
and battler against ttgorld Trade Oganisation,
andTom’s simple reply was, “I might be all that
and more. But my one concern‘isyant people
who live close to the earth to be protected from

those who have detached themselves from the &

earth’, and then he added, ‘I still do Gedivork
by defending his creation’.

5. Once the newly elected superior General of our
congregation visited Canada, and since he was
newly elected, the Media approached him and
asked him a number of questions. They said to
him, what is the work you do as a congregation in
the world?And the superior General explained to
them what the mission of the congregation was
and the many types of work the Redemptorists
are engaged in. But those answers did not satisfy
the people who questioned him. Then they asked
the superior General once agaireflTis what you
concretely do as a congregation for the growth

and development of people in many parts of the
world?” and in his answer the General casually
mentioned that some of our men also work among
the poor very much, and a person like Fom
Kocherry is engaged with working for the
traditional fish workers in India. The moment our
Superior General mentioned the namelom
Kocherry the media personnel immediately said,
Onh!, if itis Tom Kocherry we know him very well,
and we are happy to know that he is a member of
your congregation, and that you as a congregation
encourage him in his workWell, that is howrom
was. He was a person who by his life and action
gave much visibility for the Redemptorists both in
the country and outside the country as well.

Tom was ahighly committed personWhat he
did, he did withpassion There were no half
hearted measures with him. If he took up some
task, he put his entire heart and soul into the work,
and tried to complete that work as best as he could.
Yet, he met with a lot of opposition, both from
within the congregation or the Church, and also
from the powers in authority in the outside world.
At times the opposition also came from his own
companions or colleagues who turned hostile and
went on a rampage to defame him. Hiam
weathered all these storms and came out through,
at times a little bit shaken, but often with renewed
courage and engy. He used to say to his friends,
“every fight, every movement, every reform

is a moment of optimism”.Kocherry fought on.

THOM
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When he couldn’t argue in the courts, he used the
old Indian weapon — the fast. In 1995, his fast
led to the inclusion of fish workers in the Murari
Committee which was formed to review the 1991
policy on joint venture fishing; in 1996, when the
government again ignored a parliamentary
committeés recommendation on cancellation of




all licenes to foreign trawlers, he fasted until the Tom Kocherry: The Man | Knew

U.nlted Front rescmded. it. SpeakingTafm, his : Alphonsus, the founder of the Redemptorists, focused
friend the late MrHarekrishna Debnath once said, ur whole life through the lens of the “most abandoned.”
“Tom personified the struggle of Indian fish They were to be the catalyst for our way of life, our spiritual

workers”. sustenance and the criteria for every work that we chose.

They are the thread that holds together the necklace of our

7. Tom was a recipient of many international awards. lives as Redemptorists as it was in the life of Jesus the

He was awarded the Pew Research CentreRedeememwho Redemptorists are called to folldwm and

: : . St Alphonsus will meet as soul-mates now and pray for all of
foun.datlon award for marlne.conservatlon. He us who struggle to better hold together the contradictions in
declined the award because it was funded by agyr lives, as they seemed to do it more easily in theirs.

comp.any that.was In !tself respo.nsﬂ.ale for mar.lne Tom was five years junior to me, which means he entered the
pollution. The international organisation for Socio- Redemptorists during the actual unfolding of the Second
Economic Human Rights Protection, Germany Vatican Council (dtican Il, 1962-65). It was providential that

awarded Thomas Kocherry with a gold medal for he did, because he would not have survived during the pre-

. . . Vatican Il days. In those days, the Rule wadnfileof God.
his work on human rights issues. The earth day“You keep the Rule and the Rule will keep you,” was the
celebrations at the United Nations, the Earth fundamental refrain for us as novices and seminarians. That
Society Foundation, NeXork awarded him with  the Rule was only a more practical interpretation of the Gospel,
the earthTrusteeAward for his contribution in  Was unheard of person wittiTom’s stubborn and innovative -
. . . personality would have probably been packed off home within
preserving and promoting marine ecologg was  jays But his were powtican il days; so he survived

also one Of. the Wlnngrs of the.Sophle .Prlze from Even in his seminary days in the mid-1960am led the
Norway which recognises contributions inthe field  seminarians to leap over the wall to serve the poor in the slum
of alternative politics and development. just outside our walWithin a short time he had the poor boys
. ) from the slum leap back over the wall to play on our ground
8. And finally Tom, we your brothers in the gn4 yse our ample facilities. Naturatlyis created enormous
Redemptorist congregation look up to you, for all tension between the students and the PriestsTd@utnot
the greatness you have achiev¥dur life of Only survived the tension; he thrived on it. That was the story

. C . of his life:stubborn, contentious, unyielding, when it came to
commitment and dedication to the Lord Jesus in serving the poor He was ready to take on all-comers.

the oppressed poor will always be powerfulwitnessT had raordi bilty to chall thority without
. . om had an extraordinary ability to challenge authority withou
to all of us.Your life V\(as symbolised by struggle appearing arrogant. In 1993 Werld Parliament of Religions
and you struggled till the end. In the last few was convened after 100 yeawithout sorting out the
months your health condition deteriorated after a conflicts between religions, it held, there was no way to global

series of heart attackéet, you kept working with peace.Tom was one of the two resource persons invited to

| d . dt d faddress the Parliament. His provincial superior at the time
your laptop and continued to send messages Okefused him permission to go to Chicago. He appealed to the

hope and encouragement to many of us, and alsGuperior General in Rome. He was not willing to overrule the
to many other peoplés we bid goodbye to you, provincial superior according to the fundamental principle of
we say that we are very proud of yom, and subS|d|§1r|tyTom went anyway to Chicago. O_n r_ns return, fqr

. gross disobedienc&m was put on retreat with iconic Jesuit
very proud of all your achievementéou have  F; j55eph Neunet metTom after the retreat. He laughed
become a legend in your timé&le thank you for  heartily about the retreat and the “good” report that Fr Neuner

your goodness, your sincetifgour hard work and ~ sentto the superior of how faithfullpm made the retreat. It

: : is rumoured that in the report to the provincial, Fr Neuner
above all for your faithfulness to struggle till the wrote that if he had any more such “recalcitrant” subjects he

end.Thank youTom, although your booming voice  (Neuner) would be delighted to give them a retreat!!

's silent, yet t_he. memory O_f what ypu stood and His spirituality based on the Gospels especially the Magnificat
worked for will linger long in our minds. Good  of Our Lady and the Sermon on the Mount, always sustained
byeTom, may the Lord protect you and take you and encouraged his ebullient personatity was a few months
into his kingdom of eternal peace and happiness.younger than I, so it was sad to see his health deteriorating

. . ) before our eyes since his serious heart attadkustralia
G.oodbyeTom, till we meet again in Gasiholy about five years ago. Bhis passionate love fothe poor, the
Kingdom. marginalized and the oppressed never waned.

Xavier @njivi CSsR Desmond de $sa CSsR, Goa
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ATrue Friend, Guide and Inspiration

metTom in 1972 in Ithithanam, Chaganacherry when impressions, which, to a great extent were shaped by
| was in the Novitiate. That relationship lasted for 42 Tom, his reflections and inspiratiodn experience of
years till May 3' 2014, when my sister Elsamma being challenged bjom as well as by the fisherwomen
Prayikalam who was the first one who announced hiswas the first stepping stoneThe Process of the power
death called and exploded her shock toAueually Tom | developed within meas a womarAfter 8 months of
and myself had a conversation through the phone on Maynyolvement with fisherpeople, one night around one
2" night around 8 pm. The message was like this “I amy'ciock, we found that our house was on fire. It was a
sending some books to you through a,Isayce | want — gma)| thatched house with only one entrance. Somebody
}0 glxedmy last g:fts to 3{_03 E)Islfor%n:jy d_?lath Thﬁ’n M€ \who found us as a threat to their existence had set fire
augnhed as usual. | replie . ?’ od will not ca ' YOU 44 our house.To our surprise, the next day the people
now, it will take some more timeAnd the conversation
. . (?round our house gathered togethed collected some
went on for some more time and he sounded quite goo . :
money thatched the house, and made it more beautiful.

and joyful. So when Elssaid, “Tom is no more” | couldn’ Th ked By 4 th heth
believe my earsAnd the boy brought the books to me a ere we vyere aske ) ym an t_ € womgn whether
we would like to continue or not in the midst of such

week after his death. One of his books wBeg ‘hot -
Afraid: Overcoming the fear of death’ by Johann  OPPOSitions.

ChristopheArnold. He finished reading that book upto The process of development of the power within me
chapter 17 Dying” page 160 and put a mark there. For c5jienged me to make conscious and deliberate choices
each and every chapter he had written a commentin th, .,y ite n the seventies it was very difficult for others
book |tse_lf. It seems that he was fully prepared for hISto comprehend Religious sisters getting involved politically
death. His letters to his provincial as well as the local We had to face many objections, rejections, and criticisms

superior are also a proof of that. He had mentioned th%om different sources: Religious, priests, our own families
names and phone numbers of the people whom they ha ) 9 P '

to inform of his death as well as his desire to have a 221d relatives, and the Church, and even from our own
hour prayer service with reflections aNddan Pattukal ~ SiStersWe were kicked out from all the activities in the
(folk songs on struggles) and the name of the peopléchurch and banned as “Co_mmunlst —Marx_lst Sisters”
who could prepare that for him. So | rushed to But all that timeTom was with us encouraging us and
Thiruvananthpuram to prepare that prayer service as mypupporting us reflecting and sharing with us the word of
last gift to him. God especially Lk 4:18 andagnificat

In 1972 a year after his priestly ordinatibom came to  The process of development of the power within
Ithithanam, Medical Mission Sisters’ convent to give a me was a Process of Conversion and Change within
retreat to our sisters. That time | was in the Novitiate me. Tom enabled me to look into myself, my own petty
and he met me there while | was teaching Malayalamcherished values and to makstrong decision of being
alphabet to some of our poor neighborhood children. Heith the fisherpeople and it went on for 30 years impelling
got interest(_ad in that and told me “if you can come to th_eme to take a stand with the pobly experience in the
sea shore in Poothura (one of the coastal village in,jice station with thadivasi men, in Muthenga, where
Trivandrum) you can teach many poor children”. | was abused by the police was a real experience of my
Soon after my Religious profession as a Medical Missionown strength and power within. Where | was really
Sister in1975, | joined a group of four Sisters who optedstrengthened by the wordsTafm quoting the Scripture

to live and work among the fisher peoplémuthengu,  that God provides the words and the strength to bear
Poothura, wherdom and three other Redemptorist \yitness (Lk 21: 9-19)

priests had already started to work among the _ _

fisherpeople taking care of Poothura parish. My life with In shortTom was my friend, he was like a member of
those fisher people became not a mere ‘immersionour family, my companion, my teacheny brothermy
experience’ but a continuous process of commitmentguide, my strength and my inspiratiémd | believe that

for almost three decades of my active ministry from he will continue to be like that giving strength and
1975-2004. Their life and struggle became part and parceinspirations tane.

of my life, leaving unforgettable experiences and Theramma MMSKerala




The Roar the Echoes and thAwakening

akespare has Marldntony, standing beside the 2. By adwcating the rights and justice of a variety of
ody of Marcus Brutus, “the noblest Roman of oppressed and exploited communities across India,

e iem all”, pay Brutus the following compliment: Tom has taught us that we should stand by every
‘his life was gentle; and the elements, So mixed in him, affected community anywhere in the world.

that Nature might stand up and say to all the wadithis
was a man{Julius CaesarV, v). 3. Tom as a believer and as a priest has shown that it is

The word ‘man’ in the quote could be replaced by proper of authentic religiosity to attend to the
‘prophet’ and ‘Thomas Kocherry was indeed a veritable ~ fundamental rights and needs of the human person
prophet’ for our times. irrespective of religion, race, caste or nationality

Who is a prophetWhat does he/she dé®prophet is 4. Integral development of the human person has to be
one in deep communion with God in order to be suffused  the duty of planners in the State which should desist
with His vision for the human faml,|}6 inserted in and is from pursuing |Opsided development_

in solidarity with the victims of systemic injustices and _ _ o
exploitation, and is ever in relentless campaign for 5. Tom’s approach shows that irrespective of religious
securing for them justice/ rights/freedom. From Moses persuasion presence in the civil society creating and
to John the Baptist, truly their number is impressive. They  shaping public opinion is important for the success
roared when faced with social evils. In diSCharge of their of the cause you advocate.

God-given tasks their roar caused tremor in the _ _ _ _
recalcitrant monarchs and deviant soci¢fgrdened 6. The Church in India could profitably draw this
mindsets of royalties and unjust social systems stood implication from the mystery of the Incarnation:

exposed to their thundering denunciatiofem’s roar religious rituals and celebrations may be regarded
went beyond the coastlines of peninsular India and led  gs proper of the private domain. But the hard core
to the formation of global network of fish workers to of the Church as Christbody would be in the public,
stand for just transactions. in the civil societybeing active like Jesus in His time
Tom left us too earlyBut he has left behind much: openly standing for the all round welfare of the Indian

1. As aresult of decades long struggle for the defense citizen.
of the rights of fish workefBom has internationalized _
their concerns. T.K John SJ, Delhi

A Tribute to Tom

He who believes in me though he dies, yet shall he live (In2%)

regarding FiTom Kocherry His death has left  very difficult situation and his name was assassinated.

a vacuum in the hearts of thousands of pe0p|e_8ince his faith in Jesus Christ was very deep he could
But he is present in their hearts as a hero who walkedace all the struggles with moral courage. His funeral
ahead as a model for living a committed, dedicated, simplévas a witness for the life which he lived for others.

life. He offered his life for others especially for the | conclude by quoting from his Provincisletter “I was
downtrodden-fisher folk. totally humbled at this long procession of high profile
| knew him closely from 2004 when both of us became Visitors for FrTom. | was deeply impressed to see how
National Conveners for NationAlliance of Peoples’ many people in the outside world, had such an
Movements (NAPM). Though he used to be very busy extraordinary appreciation for.fom and his work.”

in many things, he never missed the meetings and nevefelia UMI, Karnataka

went away before the meeting was ow¢e shared his Forthcoming Event of theFORUM

ideas without looking at the face. He spoke the truth in FORUM National Workshop

black and whiteWe find very few people who stand for venue:

truth without minding his/her name and fame. He is one .. . i

among them. Though he was very strong in his speaking Montfort Spirituality Centre, Bangalore

he had a very large compassionate heart towards th Dates: 20 — 22 February 2015

&

The aboe saying of St. John is perfectly true needy One of his compassionate actions put him in a




Thomas Kocherry: A Prophet of ourtime

n his bwk, Relgious Life and New Challenges Once when w were reflecting during the Eucharistic

Thomas Kocherry wrotéThe story of my celebration, a twelve year old girl was carrying water

Religious life is a search and constant struggle from the well for cooking for the familyHer sister had
for Justice and values of the Kingdom of God”In just given birth to herttbaby and her husband had to go
my thirty seven years of experience with him in the fishing to feed the familyfom explained how this little
participation of the struggle for the rights of the people, 4i| yas life giving to six people by offering her services.
protection of environment and equal status for women inThis struck me deeplyrealized that even a small action

society proved his total commitment to the cause Ve, it love and concern is life giving. Jesus’ wdihave
to the point of great physical hardships and mentalcome that they may have life and have it in

suffer!ng. He was convinced that truth and justice will abundance’(Jn. 10:10) is fulfilled here.
prevail at the end.
In order to enter into the struggle of the people, he insistedhnother instance was when for the first tiffiegyandrum

that all of us should be aware of the socio- economic,District union decided to go on an indefinite fast as part
political and religious realities around usction- of the struggle for trawl ban in 1981. It was suggested
Reflection-Action (ARA) was the method he used. that the President Mdoycharmntony go on fast. But
Through the reflection process he brought to light the he insisted thafom too join him. Since it waSom'’s
consequences of taking the side of the poor andexam days for LLB, first he hesitated, but suddenly
marginalized — being criticized, excluded, unjustly treated realizing the need for support for Joychan, he agreed.

and humiliated. In spite of all these he was convincedThough it seemed to be a small matter | was struck by
that the Priests and Religious should commit themselve§he total commitment GFom for the cause

to fight for the values of the Kingdom. This is our call.

| see him as a fully grown human person. Closely He enjoyed coming together and celebrations. Before
associating with him in his life and mission, | experienced he got involved world wide, our team met regularly for
him as a human person with great strength and weaknessgeflection and celebration of the Eucharist. It was always
At the same time through his commitment for the poor with emphasis on our solidarity and breaking and giving
and the struggle for the establishment of Gé&dhgdom  ourselves for others. He always carried a Mass — kit
he was able to witness the mystic prophetic character ofyith him.

his life. His understanding of contemplation was to live
truthfully, honestly and lovinglylt is deeply a
revolutionary mattefThis internal transformation is not
more important than action for justice, but without it our
search for justice and peace becomes another exercis#epicting the realities around.

of human will, undermined by human self deception.” As a result of his commitment he had to go through
(from Faith in Jesu} physical and material suffering. During the last days of
His clarity of vision and his commitment to live this vision his active life he was betrayed by his close associates. It
with selfless and self giving commitment in spite of was even suggested that he should be dismissed from
opposition from the Church authorities, political parties, the Federation. What he had told us in our reflections
from his own organization he founded, and people whocame true. He said “when we take a stand, we must be
were closely related to him, confirmed that his movementready to suffer and die. Then only we can become fully
was in the right direction. human. This is real experience of love. That is what Jesus
Though there were many great events in his life thatdid; when he challenged authorities and the powerful they
proved his commitment and conviction | would like to crucified him.Today when we challenge and take a stand
mention two instances that affected my life in the with the oppressed, marginalized and fight for truth and
beginning of our journey with the fishpeople. Justice we also will be crucifiedn@ through crucifixion

®]

The get together of the leaders of the union during Holy
week every year was a symbolic expression of our
solidarity with the crucified people, which was acted out




and death & will be able to celebrate EasfEne Cross

is the test for the authenticity of a revolutionary

His reflections on the last days of his life after the severe

heart attack prove the genuineness of his life.

“We all stand together as one family
Thank one another and their support
Their love and concern.

Now | was eally to close my eyes
But God did not allow me to do that .......
| am hee again, another life....

For what?

| am sue of my mission....
| still long for a world that is all inclusive,
no exclusion of any sort,
No religious fundamentalism,
No political fundamentalism,
No racism,
No gender Discrimination,
No Economic Fundamentalism,
No casteism,
No division of believers and unbelievers,
No greedy accumulation of private gpetty,
Land is meant for all,
No pollution ofAir, Waters,
And land for a geedy pofiteering
We ar all one family
Children of one God,
Whee eveybody is equal,
Free bothers and sisters.

| continue fighting against
All anti-Kingdom values,
All temptations of power mongering,
Hidden and subtle
Money and position, fame and sex,
In the pocess | also become enslaved
By the temptation.
| am sorry
“Your mecy O Lod endue for ever

Do not forsake the work of your hands” Ps 138/8
(From Magnificat by @m)

Tom was a geat person, human and divine!

Philomine Marie MMS, Kmala

A Great and VVulnerable Man

hat loud gusty voice with deep conviction of one
who had toiled amidst the fisher workers will never
be heard again...

That's what | would say in a sentence about the vacuum
Tom has left in his going away from among our midst.
Only such voices and such experiences don'’t die, they
remain with you when you are in your own struggle. It
is in that quiet gentle way th&édm says| have walked
that path, you will also move on, fear not.

That tall hefty person, who stood tall in his values and in
his engagement with the marginalized never minced his
words, never had a doubt on whose side he should be.
His actions, his sweat and his charisma brought throngs
of people to his side. Such was the magnanimity of this
person. Though his heart was with the fisher workers,
they were not the isolated groupsnywhere injustice
was being done, anyone who needed help, he would be
there to reach out. His visit to Patna and his keen interest
in our work for housing, not knowing Hindi, yet
communicating with the language of LOVE was very
inspiring and encouraging. His generosity was such that
you would also be compelled to do an act in turn.

Such was the simplicity of this great man that he would
trust anyone and believed in working as a team as
Religious togetherBut what happened to him was very
sad, when a Religious woman took advantage of his
kindness. That was the time when | fouridm very

low; he was caught in a trap, sounded helpless and it
was a matter of the integrity of his charactdrappened

to be the Convener of the FORUM at that time and
together we were having a meeting in Delhi; we sat till
late that night and listened to the grief and stress he was
experiencing. We as FORUM tried to intervene.
VamgheseTom and | went to meet the Provincial of that
Sister and try to find a way forward. It hurt me to see
that this man should have to go through all this after
having given his life for a cause, only to experience being
let-down by one whom he gave shelter to.

Tom pulled through that rough phase and moved on;
teaching us that nothing lastsjll‘things are passing,
God alone suffices.” He never stopped, he was there
trying to motivate young people, sharing not only his story
but stories of those of us who had moved out of institutions
to walk a different path, thus inspiring and inviting people
to think out of the box. | am certain that the manner in
which he communicated, many would have followed.

Tom, your Spirit will surely guide us, | wish to say thanks
that our paths crossed; you have walked the unbeaten
path; proving to me that, that is the best path. For all
that you did to make life better for others specially the
ones thrown on the margins, their lives were better
because of you.You have fought the good fight and
now you are crowned among the saints ...

Dorothy Fernandes pbvm, Bihar




Thomas Kocherry - An Indomitable Fighter

remembeiTom aliasThomas Kocherry is to  his heart in the struggle by the fish workers and was a
remember a tall personality and a life with integrity master of those issues. But what made him gain a national
that is lost forevereaving behind the spiritand stature and status was also his ideological clarity and

strengthTom who worked with and for the fish workers, strategic inputs on the wider issues. Whether it was
not only fishermen but also women, across the countryPeople$ right to land, waterforest, empowerment of
and the world, was, no doubt a trade union leader firstwomen- among masses to leadership collectives- also
He was a man of ganisation buildingWith great ~ nuclear powerTom was committed to support,
diligence and confidence, he would work out his strategiesparticipate and guide. His role in the struggle against
and oganizations capacityWith discipline which he dida’ ~ Haripura nuclear plant West Bengal and Koodankulam
just follow but loved as a ‘valueTom would always  Wwas well known. His support was not just to the leadership
carry out a meeting of mass movement without anybutalso to common activists, common people and all those
dilemma or dilly dallying. That was like a good leader Who would be in the action which he participated in, made
who built National anéiVorld forum of Fish workers and ~him relate to all.

won many battles. | remembeiTom would never behave like a ‘Fathbut

Tom’s foundation and cultivation of the National Fish @ brothera colleague, and a comrade. His simplicity and
worker's Forum with indomitable commitment, successful his sincerity were his assets which he presented till the
battle against foreign f|sh|ng vessels, and resistance tend of his lifeA d|SC|pI|ned soul that he was, he cultivated
all attacks as fisher peopddivelihood is well known, he ~ NFF...unfortunate demise of Harekrishna Debnath being

reached and contributed\tdorld Fish workers Forum @ great blow téfom and NFF both...bufom’s spirit
through the same. continued to support it till his last breath. He was no

doubt a reformer within the community of missionaries
and a revolutionary visionary for all those who challenged
the system. Not always with very radical words, his

; e"s.ongs in open, raised voice reflected both...’Saathiyo,
greatest of those and then plétways ready with a Salaam hai...with Neela, Narmada, Chilika...’ The sound

programme pro_posal_he WO.UId participate in the debatqs faded but not memories, that will be an everlasting
with an open mind. His fast in Mumbai as his dialoQueStribute with a salute '

with the Ministers across the partiierefore were with _
confidence that always brought in some results. He hadVedha Patkar Mumbai

We remembeifom in NationalAlliance of Peoples
Movements (NAPM) as one who always laughed at the
crises and challenges. He would peacefully analyze th

Walking with a Prophet

en | think ofTom (F Thomas Kocherry) the Parish priest of the concerned area, people around

what comes to my mind is the urgency with the area, both Hindu and Christian leaders, school and

which he responded to calamities or any other offices etc. He organized a group to take care of
situation of exploitation, dominance, violence, the situation.Together they collected food materials,
discrimination etc. He had consistency in the way heclothes and other needed thingéso gave shelter to
went about doing things. He kept on till some result camethose whose houses were under water in the Church,
or a movement was set in motion around an issue. Heschool, community hall etc. Up to this time the Church
had a charismatic personality that he could get aroundlid not pay much attention to the people who lived on
issues and get the concerned people involiedl the other side of the road but only to the Catholics fish
mentioned above, when he saw that something was noworkers and those lived close to the sea. This involved a
right he responds immediatehot by himself alone but  lot of time, enegy and hard workAs a result close
involving all the people around. He had a special knackrelationship was built with the nearby parish and the
to get the concerned people involvAdmall example  Hindu brethren. It was the first experience of its kind in
was how he handled a flood situation which destroyedthat areaAs he was interested in such issues he also
many houses in a village near to his parish Poothurafound time to listen to individuals with compassion and
though it was in the area of another parish and the peopléterest and helped them out directing them to concerned
affected were mostly Hindus. He immediately contacted personsdffices.




He entered into situations fearlessly and did not mindchallenge — as | see his life no&@omehowthrough

the comments or criticisms of the higher ups in Politics, different tactics and entering into the lives of the people
the Church or the Congregation because he believed through his simple life style, he was able to organize a
this is the way a Religious should live her/his commitment functional parish committee with newer members. Of
to Christ who always took the side of the poor course there were lots of threats and violence. Being
downtrodden, marginalized, women, children etc.with them he realized that most of the fisher men were
(Lk. 4: 18). For this stand Christ had to suffer unjust bonded laborers to the owners of the fishing equipments.
judgment, suffering, violence and finally crucifixion - our So he also organized a cooperative which owned the
hope is in His resurrection. The following incident reveals equipments and the members went fishing and got their
his fearlessness to enter even into violent situations. Therproper share. Besides this he also organized reflection
was a violent fight between the people of Poothura andgroups based on the Bible related to their life situation.
Mampally areaAt that timeTom was not the Parish He also prepared people to teach catechism based on
priest of Poothura. Usually in such situation the ParishBible.

Priests would enter into the area and try to bring peace
But in that situation the parish priests from both sides
were afraid or not able to enter into that situatim
was called in and he went up and down from both place

While he worked in the parish itself he got in touch with
other likeminded groups and collaborated and networked
with them. That had been his way of functioning in his
juture involvements also. For example his involvement
i organizing the Boatorkers UnionTrivandrum district
Fishermers union, &ate level Union, National Fisher
orkers ForumWorld Forum etc. In all this his

trying to make political gain out of the situation. Both
side people were planning to burn houses etc. one grou

through sea and the other through the back waters a spiration was the Bible especially The New

night. In the eveningom came to our (MMS) house, T . . e g
offered Mass and we prayed for peace between the tWOTestament the life of Christ the Liberator - his faith.

areasAfter taking food he went tdnjengo and there He was also interested to bring together like minded
people were meeting together to plan to execute violencetheologians, Religious, priests and other people so that
The same planning was going on in Poothura also.the voice of the marginalized, downtrodden, women,
SomehowTom was able to make them understand thevictims of violence and institutionalization, political and
consequence and deter them from such an attempt. Whileeligious structures etc, could be heard and pressurize
he was involved in this process due to Political pressurethe decision making bodies at the local, national, and
he was arrested and put in jail. The ruling Party thoughtinternational level. His passion for such groups is revealed
that his interventions would affect them adversely in this that he went for tHEheologians Meet in Calcutta
becauseAssembly elections were close at hakide from Trivandrum six months prior to his death, though
came to know about it only in the morning when one of very sick, and presented a paper on Faith two months
the fisherman brougfibm’s bicycle to usThen everyone  before his death he went to Koodamkulam to inaugurate
including our parish priest, fisher peoglainion etc.  the election campaign of Midayakumarthe leader of
moved for his bail and it took a few days to geWie anti atomic struggle. Just three days before his death he
were all waiting at th¥arkala Court for his bail and by travelled to Manavalakurichi @milNadu) with the
the grace of God the bail was granted. Just a few minutesecretary of National FisiWorkers’Forum Mt Elango
after that an order came from the higher ups, instructingand handed over all the documents, photos and other
the Police not to grant bail to him by any means. This ispapers of National Fistorkers’Forum. He was well
what he had to pay for such involvements! prepared for his death. He was active through his
computer in communicating events and its consequences
in relation to peoples’ life till his death.
aPatricia Kuruvinakumel MMS, Kerala

His option for the poor was clear from his first choice to
work in Poothura parisiwhen he came térivandrum
diocese he was interested to work in the context of
parish. The bishop, Peter Bernard Pereira, took himto e

all the parishes in his diocese. When they came to OUr faith in Jesus should take us to an all
Poothura a parish ilinjengo Forane Church the bishop inclusive education for all with service
told him this was the most ‘difficult parish’ and all the  mentality not profiteering. This commitment

priests refused to be assigned there and for a long time ghoyId be in every religious as a characteristic
there was no parish priest thefed the reason was T @ o Tl o We h t
that a few rich and powerful controlled the parish quaiity u leniie eliie 1o

committee and the priest had to dance according to their ~ Collaborate with the GOl in the free and
tune and those who refused to do that were beaten upcompulsory education to all children up to the
and chased fro_m there. On top of_ it most of the time age of 14, which is a constitutional

there were family feuds and other fighitsm was most commitment in India.” om Kocherry
enthused to choose such a place. May be he took it as a




A PropheticTheologian and a Mystic of the Market-Place

Thomas Kocherry literally sleptin the Lord exactly on Jesus’ relations to society and the implications of
a week before his T5birthday! In the early  our faith in him which he published later as a booklet,
morning of 3rd Mayat 4.30 | received an e-mail Faith in JesusA Passionate Call for Liberatiorifom
from him. He was worried about the outcome of the emphasized the prophetic commitment of Jesus.
general elections! He could not see his beloved countryAccording to him, our faith in Jesus demands that we
being divided on communal lines with the consequentmove away from ritualism and dogmas towards liberation
destruction of the ideals enshrined in the Constitution ofexperience and prophetic proclamation.

lﬂd![a\;vHe \;]vars]tV\éo(rjn?i(:\ aﬁ? ut ;[hetidﬁvelr(i)r?miinft \Tir;t;?Tom could experience Galpresence intensely in the
at was chanted during the electioneering In tavo daily life of all who are struggling to secure the basic
the corporate sectors, multi-nationals at the cost of the

: ; : necessities of life including their recognition as humans
lives of the poor all over the country especiallyTitieals, 9 9

. i . with inalienable rights. He could sense the absence of
gheedi[():i';?]?;lﬁ%e fish workers for whose well-being he God when the markets were manipulated by the powerful,

forests were cut down by unscrupulous traders of timber
Many knowTom as a trade union leagenvironmentalist, ~ and trolling destroyed the lives of ordinary fish workers.
lawyer, social activist, one of the leaders of the national By committing himself to change the situation he wanted
and international Forum of FisiWorkers and active to experience God’'presence in the midst of it. Like
member of Indian NationaAlliance of Peoples’ Jesus he identified himself with the fisher workers and
Movements (NAPM). But | knowom as a contextual the poorest of the poor in the sociéte was courageous
theologian for more than 20 years! He did not hold anyto raise his voice against all forms of injustice without
doctorate in theology from any university or ecclesiastical caring for its consequences. Like all prophets he had to
institute but his theological reflections emerged from the suffer terribly when he saw the organization he built up
multiversity of the life of the poor and the marginalized not only abandoned him and his ideals but also hurled
sections of the societylis thunderous prophetic voice false accusations against him and spread calumnies about
amplified the silent cry of the oppressed and exploited inhim. Tom sufered bitterly in those days and months but
the society and raised questions about our faith in a Godhe consoled himself by accepting them as a sharing in
who is deeply involved in human history! He was an the passion the Lord, whom he followed closely till the
active member of the IndiafheologicalAssociation end of his lifeTom lived his theology not as an academic
(ITA) and participated in all its annual meetings and knowledge but an experience of the suffering God and
seminars without fail. His down-to-earth-approach to he raised his prophetic voice without any fear or favour
God-talk could challenge the tendency of some He continues to live not only with his Lord but with us
theologians to make God-talk or theology too abstract,who are touched and inspired by his life.

mysterious and otheworldly! At my request, as the
section editor of Jeevadhara May issues, he wrote article

Remembering Tom

en we all gathered to bid the final farewell their bread working with the fishers...all very radical
to Fr Thomas Kocherry ofom as we called  for the Church of the early 1970s. This was an inspiration
him, we were all struck by the peaceful face to us and as the years went by we not only created a
with which he layWe were friends for around 40 years. strong group of Christians for Socialism but also saw the
Before he started work in the fishing village of Poothura, fishers organizing to fight for their rights to survival.
he had visited us in Marianad where we had bee

gacob Parappally MSFS, Karnataka

Ki ith the fishi ity f ¢ “Tom was a charismatic leader and gave unstintingly of
working wi € ishing community Tor & 1eW years . seif we all have numerous stories not only of his

already We were wary of having a priest clos_e by as clever strategies as a leader but also the very humane
we had experienced the way the Church connived W'thway he reached out to us and others. For several of us
the powers that be leaving the fishers, poor and explor[edwhO were disillusioned with the Churéfom and a few

Tom and his companions turned out to bdedént, other priest friends provided the space to read the Bible

‘(;Iesmng Ito “\;e ttrf:elr %;”St'ﬁn fagh ast t;u:ght by in a contextual manner and celebrated and broke the
esus...close 1o the podihey also attemplted to €arm .6 ad with us in true communion. It was this solidarity




that also sustained our commitment to the struggle ofto listen to otherdAs the fishworkersinovement made
the fishers. considerable gains and achieved national recognition, the

Tom looked beyond the struggle of the fishers and madeOIOI solidarity bonds weakened, the open debate and

efforts to build alliances with the larger working class discussion and search for the truth got stunted, and the

movements and struggles. In the late 1980s hedynamlsm of the movement got paralyzed by organization

participated and expressed solidarity with the textile structures and hierarchies. While the base of the national
workers as they fought their losing battle in Mumbai. In movement weakenefipm was building an international

the early 1990s, he joined the Natiohtiiance of Peoples mover_n_ent of fi§hwgrkers which for similar reason again
Movements (NAPM). Even when the government was was divided at its birth.

unaware of what was happening at the international level All said and done, when we old friends gathered to bid
the peoples movements were opposing the signing of him the final farewell, it was a very sad moment for us
the Dunkel Draft that proposed the creation of the WTO. all. We had seen him gradually lose his physicalgner
The fishworkers participated in huge demonstrationsbut his mind and spirit remained undaunted. His desire
against thisTom was patrticularly aware of the links to fight and transform the world and rid it of its wrongs
between the global and the local and tried to bring thiswas his prime concern to the very end. He fought a great
awareness to the fishworkers’ movement. fight always faithful to his commitment to priesthood.

e now rests in peace remembered by thousands around

Nevertheless, he was also very human. His assertiv
he world.

loud voice and daring nature which were his strengths
as a leader were also his limitations hindering his ability Nalini Nayak, Kerala

Tom: An Amazingly Ordinary Man

know FrThomas Kocherry from 1975 onwards. | He used to challenge the oppressive structures without
I met him for the first time the day | started my any fear and was never ready to compromise any of the

novitiate during the Eucharistic celebration, in our values. He was a man of great vision, quick to foresee
Novitiate house at Ithithanam. His sharing on Religiousthe catastrophe and enthusiastic to take preventive
life touched me to the core of my heart. He s&xbtion measures to save people and environment. ‘Protect water
for the poor is a privilege and a duty of Religious.”  and Protect life’ was a mass movement to protect
It was also a time, Medical Mission Sisters were environment. He was a charismatic leader in his own

searching for meaningful involvements among the poorRedemptorist Sociefin the Catholic Church, and in the
and maginalized of the Society in the light ¥htican ~ SOciety Tom lives in the hearts of marie will miss
Council Il. Tom had been a great support for us in his interventions in the socio economic pOIItlcaI and
Poothura and we were working as a complimenting teanveligious arena.

among the fisher folk. Valsa Raravarakathu MMS, Kerala

As a novice of MMS for exposure in Poothura

community | have seeffom identified so much with “I want people who live close to the earth to be
the poor and marginalizetHis daily schedule began protected from those who have detached
with Mass in the morning. Then he went to the kitchen themselves from the earth. | still do Gedwork
lit fire and put rice for cooking. Then heshed to by defending his creation”. @dm Kocherry

the seasha@ to join the fishermes’group for fishing.

When he eturned after fishing, the rice would be A . . Ack led ]
ready to eat. He made oyrfrom the catch, ate the ppreC|at|0n anécknowie gement-

food, clenned the black cooking vessels, washed OQur Appreciation and sincerthanks to all our
clothes, swept the cotyard.....” Pasting posters for contributors of this issue. Because ofiy

awareness programmes, composing and teaching songs ; . o .
praying with groups of people in Poothura parish, sharing of experiences, insights and agpation
preparing and acting out dramas etc, were some of his 0of Tom Kochery, this issue of thEORUM
activities. When he visited MMS houses he used to carry Newsletter becomes a ricesouce for those
jack fruit and tapioca from our houses on his head exactly who want to know the life and work of
like coolies at the railway stations. He was human to h Kochev CSsR

the core to see, understand and take daring steps qo Fr. Thomas Kochey CSs
eradicate peoples’ misery frorroitation.




Tom isn’'t Away!

f I remember it right, it was in 1981 the year that | zed that he had and the passion with which he spoke

I joined the seminary for my Religious priestly studies that madefom so very dilerent. Wherever there was
that Fr Thomas Kocherry delved deep into the socio- injustice, propelled with Jesus’ spirit, he fought against it

economic struggles of the fisher people of Kerala. HeWith all his might.

went on a hunger-strike for the cause of the fisher folk. He was a|Ways interested in others’ works- even works
He had been into it much earlier onwartis.be frank,  that were in the least liberative. Once, | remeneny

as a boy reared in a very conservative Syrian Christianmuch disillusioned, | declared at a meeting that, setting

family, | was not much in praise of these sort of strugglesaside everything else we were going to begin a Spoken

by Priests and Religious in those days. But, later on, as EnglishTutorial at Kozhikkode. Having a nose for the

was ordained a Priest, | became an admirer of Religioudiberative dimension it could hav@pm immediately
activism and especially so of. Fiom Kocherry declared that it was a wonderful thing to have a centre

_ _ where quality coaching could be imparted to economically
As | have had somewhat close acquaintanceTath,  packward youth the art of Simple Spoken English, which
as he was fondly called, | was ever so enthused at thevould position them on great vantage point.

;lre thlz man gontalnded. _O(r; aCC(:]Uﬂ:] of Elsdstralght Three years back, a few of us were involved in forming
orward attitudes and mindset, he has ha severah visual-media centre. In those times, on a fine day |

personal setbacks, all of which he was able to take with.qceived a Registered Parcel frdiom. To my great

a certain lightness and mental detachment, showing forthsyrprise, the packet contained some CDs of good
an exceptional charisma. Through the course of severabocumentaries and documentations of Peoples’
years, we became good friends; and all the time he wastruggles. He must have come to hear from someone
interested in whatever | did. | am not a fool to believe that we were into a visual-media project. | was so very
that | had anything in me to gain his friendship. The facttouched at this gesture of concern that he showed
is that, he befriended anyone whom he met. Being thdowards me. May be, as they sagm was a great
editor of the popular Catholic Magazine nanélgsisi’ visionary an activist, a speakermotivatoran oganisey

for some years, | had the occasion to interview this greaf fighter and so on and so forth. But, to my mind, he was

fire-brand oganiser several times. simply a-gem-of-a-person, captivated by the true
Christ-ian Spit.

Everyone who has had some acquaintance Woth Geomge \liayapadath Ofm Cap, Kerala G

would certainly agree with me when | saywas the

FORUM is deeply grateful to Bro VargheseThecknath SG Director, Montfor t Social Institute and

Sr. Theresa Dungdung HM, SuperiortGeneral and herTeam, for sponsoring this issue of the
FORUM Newsletter. God bless them fotheir geneposity!

FORUM OF RELIGIOUS FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE (FORUM)

PREAMBLE IG\O

Religious life is a call to be a sign in the world and in the In response to the cry of the poor and to the stirrings of
Church, the Spirit filled community of Jesus, of the the Spirit in their hearts to be more authentic in their
liberative action of God in historiReligious are to fulfil  vocation, Religious Socidctivists opt to join the

a prophetic role within the Church and society at large.oppressed in solidarity with their struggle for freedom.
Like the prophets of old, like Jesus himself, denouncing Their perception of the social realitheir openness to
injustice and enslavement in solidarity with the oppressedthe signs of the times, their initiatives to uphold human
the Religious are to be the harbingers of a just and fredife and dignity make them an essential element of the
society march towards the Reign of God.




Forum of Religious fodustice and Peace (FORUM), e) To promote human rights and life with dignity with
which came into existence in 1987 is a movement of special focus on women, DalitBiibals and children
religious women and men who share in the above visionf

and mission. It brings together members to share commor)
concerns, to strengthen solidaritp extend mutual
support and to renew their spiritual, moral and intellectualg) To promote Pluralism
resources to function as a catalps€hurch and society h)
Vision

Religious women and men living the Gospel radically by
responding to increasing dehumanization and degradatiof)  To promote among the religious reflection and action
of creation on the political dimension of the struggles of the poor
Objectives for liberation

a) To be grophetic voice in the Church and the society )

To promote gender sensitivity and to work for a
gender just Church and Society

To extend support to members of the FORUM in
face of problems.

o To increasingly promote the adoption of rights based
b) To promote solidarity and common search among  approach in all Church sponsored welfare and
the religious committed to the struggles of the poor development activities.

and the exploited. . .
To Sudy and promote a radical understanding of

o K)
c) To provide inspiration and create avenues for the = the Gospel and of the social teachings of the Church.
awakening and formation of Religious for Justice, _ o
Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) ministry ) To monitor denounce and seek redress in instances

. . o of injustice to Religus.
d) To promote an inclusive theology and spirituality of ) @ e

strugde and liberation

(A SOLEMN PROMISE BY THE MEMBERS OF FORUM OF RELIGIOUS FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE

Having understood and being affected by the painful and de-humanizing social exclusion experienced byllarge
number of our sisters and brothers in our society and in the Indian Church, | solemnly promise to reject and remove
all forms of caste feeling and caste discrimination, to uphold the dignity of all humans, especially the pooredt of the
poor and the marginalized and to work towards the building of an egalitarian society based on the values df Jesus.
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