
November 29, 2010 

Dear Confreres, Sisters, Associates and Friends, 

As all of you are aware, this has been a very difficult year for the people of Haiti. In 

January, the earthquake devastated the region of Port-au-Prince, and the reconstruction process is 

very slow. Many people are still living in tents and make-shift shelters. Over the last few months, 

hurricanes and storms have brought further damage and suffering. Now, the cholera epidemic is 

spreading and causing even more suffering and pain. 

In 1882 the people of Haiti prayed to Our Mother of Perpetual Help to come to their aid 

during a smallpox epidemic. Their prayers were heard and Our Mother of Perpetual Help became 

the Patroness of Haiti. As we approach December 8
th

, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, 

the Bishops of Haiti are asking for a time of concentrated and fervent prayer to Our Mother of 

Perpetual Help to come to their help during the grave crisis of the current cholera epidemic. 

In communion with the Bishops of Haiti, with our Redemptorist confreres and 

Redemptoristine Sisters in Haiti, and with all the suffering people of the country, I ask all 

Redemptorists, Redemptoristines, Sisters, lay associates and friends to join in this time of 

concentrated and fervent prayer. I ask all Redemptorist Churches, Shrines and Communities to 

remember this intention in a special way during the Novena in preparation for the Immaculate 

Conception. As we have supported the people of Haiti through our donations, let us also support 

them through a great communion of prayer and solidarity which embraces the whole world.  

O Mother of Perpetual Help, pray for us! 

In the Redeemer, 

 

Michael Brehl, C.Ss.R. 

Superior General 

 

“O Mother of Perpetual Help, your very name inspires confidence. 

We come to you in our need and ask your help. 

You are the great Patroness of the people of Haiti. 

In this moment of affliction, in solidarity with our brothers and sisters, 

we pray for an end to the cholera epidemic ravaging your children. 

Bring them healing, comfort and peace. 

Sustain them in this hour of darkness. 

Help them to know the presence of God-with-us, 

Emmanuel, your Son and our Redeemer.” 


