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There’s only one year left before we 
meet at the global event organized by 
the Catholic Church: World Youth Day, 
which will take place in Panama. In this 
informational bulletin, we will expand 
upon another sector which makes up 
part of the Local Organizing Committee: 
Artistic Direction.
Artistic Direction has an important role 
in World Youth Day, as it is in charge of 
setting up every event that takes place 
during WYD. Every attraction of WYD 
– dances, musical presentations, dra-
matizations, etc. – are responsibilities of 
this sector. Metaphorically, we can view 
WYD as a play, and seeing it this way, 
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Artistic Direction
we can understand that the Masses, 
the presentations, the main events, and 
events with the Holy Father are part of 
this spectacle in which various groups 
arrange themselves in the scene to pre-
sent themselves to the public.
Artistic Direction’s other responsibilities 
are the choir and official orchestra that 
will accompany us during the Masses 
and main events. Many people partici-
pated in the various auditions that were 
held, and from those were selected the 
ones that will participate and offer their 
musical talents. Rehearsals of the choir 
started on January 27th.

YOUTH FESTIVAL

The Youth Festival is something extra 
that WYD offers to its participants. “It’s 
the part of WYD that let’s the pilgrims 
be the protagonists of the event” said 

Deacon Pedro Guevara Mann, head of 
Artistic Direction. Most of WYD’s events 
aren’t organized by the Local Organi-
zing Committee, but by the pilgrims, 
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who want to share their culture and 
talents to the other participants and to 
Panamanians. 

WHEN AND WHERE  ?
Panama, being a small country, will or-
ganize a Youth Festival smaller than 
those held during other World Youth 
Days. However, it will still have at least 
ten stages with up to seven presenta-
tions on each one. There will be festivals 
in different parts of Panama City, espe-
cially in tourist areas such as the Cin-
ta Costera, Panama Viejo, and Parque 
Urracá, among others. There will also be 
stages in the satelite spaces. These are 
spaces where many pilgrims will pass 
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE  ?
If a delegation, group, or a simple indi-
vidual desires to participate in the You-
th Festival, all one must do is send an 
email to festival@panama2019.pa with 
a proposal for one’s presentation. Sen-
ding this email the person will establish 
a dialogue with Artistic Direction. Artis-
tic Direction began receiving proposals 
on October 1, 2017, and it will continue 
to receive them until the end of March 
2018, so that the selection can be done 
in April and that the times and locations 
of each presentation can be scheduled. 
Once the list of participants is compiled, 

it must be sent to the Dicastery to be 
approved.
Of all the requirements, the most im-
portant one is simply to send the pro-
posal. It is not necessary to be Catholic 
to participate, or even to be young in 
age. It is important that all know that 
those who wish to participate must sign 
up as pilgrims and must be responsible 
for their own expenses. The organiza-

tion will offer them only the basics: the 
stage, the sound, etc. If something else 
is needed it must be provided for by the 
participants themselves.
Presentations at the youth festival are 
not necessarily only musical, theatri-

YOUTH FESTIVAL

by and in these places there will be in-
formation centers and food, as well as 
entertainment.
The festivals, in some places, will start 
on Monday, and in all places on Wed-
nesday. The day with largest number of 
participants in the Festival will be Thur-
sday, since it will not be competing with 
the catechesis nor with main events, so 
pilgrims will be searching for entertain-

ment in the city.
The Festival is open to all. It is open-air 
and free for anyone who desires to par-
ticipate. It will have everything a pilgrim 
needs, including food and entertain-
ment.

cal, or a dance presentation. They can 
also be preachings, afternoons of pra-
yer, discussions of different themes… 
anything one feels one can offer to the 
youth of the world. All one must do is 
send the proposal.
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National Encounter of Youth Renewal
In 1979, the priest Segundo Familiar 
Cano (Q.E.P.D.) undertook the initiative 
to create a gathering for the youth of all 
the provinces of Panama, giving them 
an opportunity to get closer to Jesus 
and the Church. Today, 39 years later, 
the National Encounter of Youth Re-
newal continues to take place in Chitré, 
located in Herrera province in Panama.
At the beginning of each year, thou-
sands of youths from all the provinces 
of Panama and from the neighboring 
countries such as Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica unite to have an encounter with 
Christ, and this encounter gives impulse 
to the youth and to the parish works.
Roberto Sanchez participates every 
year in the National Encounter of Youth 

Renewal and tells us his experience: “It’s 
very beautiful and enchanting to see so 
many people from different provinces 
and even from other countries uniting 
as one family to encounter the One who 
knew how to love all. It’s an experience 
that, even today, was one of the most 
beautiful that I’ve had and I would do it 
again until I no longer could. How good 
it is to see so many people that rejoice 
upon encountering God.”

Panamanian parishes are preparing 
themselves so that they can participate 
in this event, with some of them having 
bigger delegations like the parish of La 

Natividad de Maria, located in Panama 
province. They are preparing by offe-
ring formation to the youth that wish to 
participate, to instruct them and teach 
them some of what they will live at this 
encounter, so that nothing may impede 
them from living this experience. 
It’s a different kind of activity, as there 
are moments of excitement, prayer, Eu-
charistic Celebrations, and many other 
activities that make these youth want to 

participate in this encounter every year.
This year, the organizer of this event 
decided to unite around the motto of 
World Youth Day 2018, given by Pope 

Francis: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor before God.” It’s 
a Marian motto that excites us to find 
God and to follow Him, seeking His gra-
ce. The event took place January 25th 
through 28th, and more than ten thou-
sand youth participated. In addition, as 
it is only a year until World Youth Day, 
this event was dedicated to it, aiming to 
prepare all who will join together for this 
great event at the Cinta Costera. 


